
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What a second month! 
  
February started with the Annual Roll Call Dinner. It was catered by 
Sampino’s with a wonderful Italian dinner with chicken, tortellini, and salad. 
We had nearly 50 brothers and family members in attendance—the largest 
I have seen in some time. After a wonderful ceremony put together 
by Kitty and Worshipful Richard Wilson, PM, we enjoyed a full, but 
speedy meeting getting out only 5 minutes late at 8:35 pm. 
  
Then we capped the month by initiating now Brother Joaquin Lopez with 
the First Degree of Masonry in our Lodge. It is always a moving event and 
the Officers did a wonderful job presenting the degree. And I must call out 
Brother William Workman who sat in the East in great fashion and 
delivered a moving First Degree lecture. This festive event was capped 
with a treat of some cake to toast the night. 
  
Our Stated Meeting will be on March 7th at 7:30 PM with dinner starting at 
6:00 PM. Wives and family members are always welcome and enjoy a free 
dinner (Lodge members donate $10 each). Following dinner, while the 
Brethren are in their expedited meeting, Venessa Mason will lead a tour to 
guests and family members of the temple for those who have not seen it 
yet (or want to see it again). The tour starts at 7:30 PM.  
  
I hope to see you at the lodge in the month of March! 
 
 
 



 2 

 
 
Greetings, Brethren. 
 
Entering upon March, I see the greenery and feel the luck of the Irish 
welling up within me.  
  
The thing about luck is that there are decidedly two variations, one good 
and one bad. I have had experience with both and, as with most things in 
life, there is a balance.  
  
It’s important to not become so consumed by one that we cannot see the 
other.  In experiencing good fortune, it is important not to neglect our 
duties as well as the understanding that all things that have a beginning 
also have an end. The aforementioned is also true of misfortune: do not 
become mired in what will most assuredly pass.  
  
The story of Freemasonry is also embedded with a duality of Fortunes. 
Masons have one another to rejoice in each other’s good fortunes as well 
as lifting a Brother up when he is down. A guide and a path to follow, to 
lead on to the light when one finds themselves in the darkest of places.  
  
Traveling along a smooth path and gentle grade allows one to enjoy the 
moment with little thought of what might lie ahead, but be confident that 
when the path becomes rough and rugged you will know what to do and 
that it’s only for a moment.  
  
I will end with an Irish Blessing.  
  

May the road rise to meet you, 
may the wind always be at your back, 

may the sun shine warm upon your face 
and rains fall softly upon your fields.  

  
I look forward to seeing everyone at our meeting this month. 
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The Third Principal Tenet of Masonry: Truth 
  
These words should sound familiar to us all: 
  
“To be good and true are the first lessons we are taught in Masonry. 
We join in promoting each other’s welfare and rejoicing in each 
other’s prosperity. “ 
 
Of course, George Washington had something to say about this tenant in 
the following quote. How blessed we are to live in such a country to have 
been founded by men like this who were influenced by the principles of 
Freemasonry and resisted all temptation to oppress and exploit. They truly 
were steadfast to the virtues of the Craft and to the obligation that makes 
good men better: 
  
“Flattering as it may be to the human mind and truly honorable… that 
the milder virtues of the heart are highly respected by a Society 
whose liberal principles must be founded in the immutable laws of 
truth and justice…to enlarge the sphere of social happiness is worthy 
the benevolent design of a Masonic institution; and it is most 
fervently to be wished, that the conduct of every member of the 
fraternity… that discover the principles which actuate them; may tend 
to convince mankind that the grand object of Masonry is to promote 
the happiness of the human race..” - George Washington, 1793 
 
Washington addressed the philosophical mind state of a Mason as being 
concerned with the virtues of the heart.  A Mason should have a strong 
sense of compassion and mercy toward his fellow man. 
  
We can see this concept echoed in the Masonic teaching of “Charity” and 
“Relief”. That is the position of a Mason to relieve the distress of those who 
are afflicted by strife and to offer a hand of charity to help those who do not 
have the means to stand for themselves. 
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This sphere of social happiness is the sphere in which this philosophy 
spreads into the national character. Washington also addresses that this 
sphere must exist upon the backbone of truth and justice. This truth and 
justice is the foundational belief that all man is created equal. It is not the 
wealth of privilege that creates a higher class of citizens; this was the belief 
of the world. 
  
In the new world, the virtues of the individual would be the basis for social 
esteem. So this sphere of happiness could not exist within the old system 
of belief and government. So it is the true duty of the Mason to shield the 
oppressed and stand up for justice and truth. 
  
"A Mason shall not stand idly by as his fellow man is exploited by the 
privileged and powerful." - James Frey 
  
As Brothers of Washington 20, I sincerely, in heart and tongue, hope that 
we can support each other in building our friendships and encourage each 
other in our pursuit of truth and happiness as was intended by those who 
have gone this way before.   
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Special Announcement 
 

Please join us as we honor Worshipful Francisco Marques, PM 
with the presentation of the Hiram Award 

 
Saturday, May the 4th 

 
Hiram Award Ceremony at 11:00 AM (Lodge Room) 

Followed by Luncheon with Live Music (Banquet Room) 
 

Please call (916) 832-8357 for Reservations 
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