
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

July in Motion: Rallying the Troops for a Stronger Lodge 
  
Greetings Brethren, 
  
June was an eventful month with our annual family picnic, an initiation for our 
new brother Robert “Bob” Taylor, and an educational walking tour of the 
historic Masonic Cemetery of Sacramento led by the masonic lawn 
manager, Andrew Mac Vicar. 
  
This month, our July stated meeting will be held on July 2nd and will be an 
occasion to celebrate. On July 4th, 2026, we will commemorate the 250th 
anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 
  

IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776 
  
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, When in 
the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to 
assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to 
which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect 
to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which 
impel them to the separation. 
  
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.– The Declaration 
of Independence is widely described as the birth certificate of the United 
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States and the ultimate charter of American liberties. It established a new 
nation based on the rule of law, unalienable rights, and the principle that 
governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed. 
  
The Declaration of Independence was drafted by a group known as the 
“Committee of Five.” 
  
Thomas Jefferson (Virginia): The principal author who drafted the original 
text. 
John Adams (Massachusetts): A leading voice for independence who helped 
review and revise the draft. 
Benjamin Franklin (Pennsylvania): Provided key edits and moral support. 
Roger Sherman (Connecticut): Brought a legal perspective to the committee. 
Robert R. Livingston (New York): Contributed to the editing and refinement 
of the document. 
  
On July 2, 1776, the Continental Congress voted to declare independence 
from England. Congress made several changes to Jefferson’s draft, including 
removing references condemning slavery. On July 4, 1776, the Declaration of 
Independence was adopted. 
  
John Hancock, President of the Continental Congress, signed it that day. 
The rest of the Congress signed two months later. By affixing their names to 
the document, the signers courageously pledged to each other their “lives … 
fortunes … and sacred honor.”   
  
According to historians, at least 9 of the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence were Freemasons, most significantly Benjamin Franklin, the 
others belonging to the Continental congress being William Ellery (Rhode 
Island), John Hancock (Massachusetts), Joseph Hewes (North 
Carolina), William Hooper (North Carolina), Robert Treat 
Paine (Massachusetts), Richard Stockton (New Jersey), George 
Walton (Georgia), and William Whipple (New Hampshire). 
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Of course, I will have to include how George Washington played a role in 
this declaration, as he led the Continental Army; the following article explains 
what I find to be very interesting. 
  
It was written by Emily Sneff, PhD George Washington's Reading of the 
Declaration of Independence, George Washington shared the  Declaration of 
Independence with the Continental Army in New York on July 9, 1776. He 
received the news directly from John Hancock, the president of the 
Continental Congress. 
  
Hancock and Washington were in near-daily correspondence as the 
Continental Congress worked to support the  Continental Army ahead of an 
anticipated British attack on New York and the challenging circumstances for 
the army in Canada. 
  
However, Hancock had not made any mention of the debates about 
independence happening in Philadelphia. Instead, across the colonies, 
newspapers helped to spread the news that the Congress had postponed the 
debate until Monday, July 1. 
  
By the early days of July, Washington and his officers in New York knew that 
a decision about independence would be coming soon. Washington learned 
of the events in Philadelphia through a letter he received from Hancock, 
written on July 6. Hancock informed him of the historic signing of the 
Declaration of Independence. 
  
In his letter, he explained that “The Congress, for some Time past, have had 
their Attention occupied by one of the most interesting and important 
Subjects, that could possibly come before them, or any other Assembly of 
Men.” He admitted that “it is not possible to foresee the Consequences of 
Human Actions,” but the Congress felt that it was their “Duty” to themselves 
and to posterity to make the best decision for the colonies. They were also 
“fully convinced” that the fight with Great Britain would “take a more 
favourable Turn.” 
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By order of the Congress, Hancock directed Washington to have the 
Declaration of Independence “proclaimed at the Head of the Army” in 
whatever manner Washington thought “most proper.” 
  
It seems likely that Hancock enclosed a number of broadsides, or poster-
sized sheets with the Declaration printed on one side, created by John 
Dunlap. Dunlap began printing the Declaration in Philadelphia on the night of 
July 4 and into the day of July 5. Two Dunlap broadsides have been located 
in Washington’s papers: one at the Library of Congress, which is lacking the 
bottom part of the document, and one at the University of Virginia. 
  
Many more printed copies would have been needed to be read aloud to the 
soldiers fighting for independence. In the General Orders for July 9, 
Washington explained that the Congress, “impelled by the dictates of duty, 
policy and necessity,” had “been pleased to dissolve the Connection” 
between the colonies and Great Britain. He ordered the brigades in New York 
to assemble at six o’clock that evening, “when the declaration of Congress, 
shewing the grounds & reasons of this measure, is to be read with an audible 
voice. 
  
”One voice alone would not be able to carry over such a large crowd; instead, 
someone stepped to the front of each brigade and read the Declaration aloud, 
likely from one of John Dunlap’s broadsides. Different soldiers recorded this 
experience in their personal records of the war. 
  
Connecticut-born Samuel Blachley Webb, one of Washington’s aides-de-
camp, wrote in his journal that, “Agreeable to this day’s orders, the 
Declaration of Independence was read at the Head of each Brigade; and was 
received by three Huzzas from the Troops.” He sensed that his fellow soldiers 
were “highly pleased” by the Congress’s decision to separate from Great 
Britain. 
  
Caleb Clapp, a young ensign from Massachusetts, wrote in his diary that 
“this day the Declaration of the Independent States of America was read at 
the Head of the Brigade,” after which the soldiers sang a psalm, their chaplain 
offered a prayer, and “the whole” gave “three Cheers.”  
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Tragically, the chaplain, Reverend Abiel Leonard, later took his own life. His 
experience shows how the joyful news of July 9 only lasted a short time, and 
difficult days were ahead for the Continental Army. 
  
Washington hoped that hearing the Declaration of Independence read aloud 
would “serve as a fresh incentive to every officer, and soldier, to act with 
Fidelity and Courage, as knowing that now the peace and safety of his 
Country depends (under God) solely on the success of our arms.”  
  
The Congress’s decision put pressure on the Continental Army to win the war 
and secure independence from Great Britain—an effort which would take 
years of fighting, losses, and strategic alliances. 
  
Wow!! What a way to rally the troops! 
  
Speaking of rallying the troops, I would like you all to join me at our Stated 
Meeting Dinner, as yours truly, with the assistance and guidance of Smokey 
Stover, Wally Clark, and Bob Taylor, will be cooking dinner as a token of 
my humble appreciation to the brothers and families of Washington Lodge 
#20 for their faithful support in the first half of 2026. 
  
My hats off to you all. May we celebrate our United States of America in its 
Semi quincentennial or Sestercentennial anniversary, America 250!!!!  
  
Sincerely and Fraternally, 
 
William "Bill" Workman 
Worshipful Master 
Washington Lodge No. 20 
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Congratulations, Brother Robert Taylor! 
 
Fifty-eight years ago, Brother Bob Taylor (Sr.) took his first step in 
Freemasonry when he was Initiated an Entered Apprentice in New York City. 
Over the decades that followed, Brother Taylor moved to Sacramento, 
affiliated with our Lodge, and distinguished himself as one of our most 
dedicated and influential members. Through his unwavering commitment, 
faithful service, and steadfast support of the Craft, he helped shape the 
character and success of our Lodge, leaving an enduring legacy that 
continues to inspire the Brethren today. 
  
For that reason, the evening of June 25, 2026, held special significance for 
Washington Lodge No. 20. On that night, Bob Taylor (Jr.) was Initiated into 
the mysteries of Freemasonry in the very Lodge that his father had served so 
faithfully for so many years. It was a moment that bridged generations, 
reminding us that the principles of Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth are 
passed not only from Mason to Mason, but often from father to son. 
 
Those in attendance witnessed more than the conferral of a Degree; they 
witnessed the continuation of a Masonic legacy. As Bob Jr. began his journey 
in the Craft, many reflected upon the remarkable contributions of his late 
father and the profound impact he had upon Washington Lodge No. 20. 
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As we celebrate our 250th Independence Day this July, many Americans will 
gather with family and friends to enjoy food, fireworks, and fellowship. Every 
year, but this year especially, is a time to reflect on the freedoms we enjoy 
and the sacrifices made by those who came before us to secure them. 
  
For Freemasons, the principles of liberty hold a special significance. Our 
fraternity teaches the importance of freedom of thought, freedom of 
conscience, and the right of every individual to seek truth according to the 
dictates of their own heart and understanding. 
  
These ideals are woven throughout the history of our nation and have helped 
shape the society in which we live. Many of the men who guided the early 
years of the United States were Freemasons. 
  
While the Craft did not create the American Revolution, Masonic teachings 
encouraged virtues that were essential to the success of the young republic: 
integrity, personal responsibility, tolerance, and a commitment to the common 
good. 
  
These principles remain just as important today as they were nearly 250 
years ago. Liberty, however, is not simply the absence of restraint. True 
liberty requires wisdom, discipline, and virtue. A man who cannot govern 
himself is not truly free. This is one of the lessons symbolized by the working 
tools of Masonry. 
  
Just as the operative mason shaped rough stones into useful building 
materials, we are called to shape our own character. Through self- 
improvement, service to others, and a commitment to moral living, we 
become better men, better citizens, and better Masons. 
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As we look around our communities and our nation, it is easy to focus on the 
things that divide us. Freemasonry offers a different path. 
  
Within the lodge, men of different backgrounds, occupations, beliefs, and 
experiences meet upon the level and unite in brotherly affection. We are 
reminded that there is more that binds us together than that which separates 
us. 
  
This July, as you celebrate our nation's independence, please take a moment 
to consider the responsibilities that accompany the blessings of liberty. It is a 
good time to reflect upon the ways in which you can contribute to your family, 
your community, and your lodge. 
  
Small acts of kindness, service, and understanding can have a lasting impact. 
The future of our fraternity and our nation depends not only on grand 
gestures but on ordinary men striving each day to live according to timeless 
principles. In fact, I would argue that it is the small and simple things we do 
that bring the most change. 
  
By seeking more light, practicing virtue, and extending brotherly love to those 
around us, we honor both the legacy of our forefathers and the obligations we 
have assumed as Freemasons. 
  
May this special Independence Day remind us of the divine and precious gift 
of liberty which we have been given. May we be inspired to continue our labor 
in the service of truth, brotherhood, and the betterment of mankind. 
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Greetings Brethren, Welcome to the month of July!   
  
As the summer heat settles upon us, it is worth pausing to reflect on what this 
month of July represents for our Fraternity. July 4th, 1776, is a date that holds 
a singular place in American memory. 
  
When the Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence, 
our fraternity was present in the room. As many are no doubt aware, nine of 
the fifty-six signers were confirmed members of the Craft, including Grand 
Master John Hancock of St. Andrew's Lodge in Boston, and 
Brother Benjamin Franklin. 
  
Franklin would later become Grand Master of Pennsylvania and helped draft 
the very document that would birth a nation.  Other notable signers 
included William Hooper and William Whipple.  Given the forename for our 
sitting Worshipful Master, William must be a popular name for the fraternity! 
  
July also marks the birth of one of Freemasonry's most celebrated 
Americans. On July 6th, 1747, Brother John Paul Jones came into this 
world. He would become the father of the American Navy, the first officer 
commissioned to command a war vessel, and the first to raise the Stars and 
Stripes over a naval ship. 
  
Looking above to the heavens, July brings the Dog Days of summer.  These 
days are so named due to the heliacal rising of Sirius, also known as the Dog 
Star.   
  
It can be tough to see this time of year, but to do so, simply look low on the 
southeastern horizon at around 4:30 AM to 5:30 AM, just as the sky is starting 
to transition to twilight. Because it sits so low on the horizon at this time, our 
atmospheric layer will cause its brilliant blue-white light to violently flicker and 
twinkle in flashes of red, green, and yellow. 
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Practically speaking, and provided you can remember, it is actually easier to 
see Sirius in the winter. By December, it rises in the mid-evening, and by 
January and February, it dominates the southern sky from 8:00 PM to 10:00 
PM. So whether you are an early riser or a night owl, you will have an 
opportunity to see Sirius this month, or in about six months. 
  
Here at Washington Lodge No. 20, we are planning to be dark for much of the 
month. This is a great time to recharge and spend the summer outdoors with 
friends and family.  We will, of course, still hold the Stated Meeting, and I look 
forward to seeing many of you then and there.  
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