
  
 
 
 
 
FROM THE EAST – MAURO LARA – WORSHIPFUL MASTER 
 
Hello Brethren, Family, and Friends. 
  
We are now in full swing with summer. As such, activities are dialed down a 
bit in order to accommodate the very hot days we typically experience. That’s 
not to say we have no activities. We had a most successful reception on July 
20th for our very own Worshipful Joseph Dongo, PM. This reception was 
held in recognition of his service to the Grand Lodge as Grand Standard 
Bearer. There were over 100 people in attendance.  We had a wonderful 
turnout in support of our esteemed Past Master, who is very deserving of 
such recognition and accolades. We were privileged to have Grand Master 
Most Worshipful Randy Brill in attendance along with several other Grand 
Officers. Thank you so much to all who attended championing Worshipful 
Dongo on his special day. 
  

 
 
We also held a Ladies' Luncheon on July 29th to honor, thank, and 
recognize the ladies in our life. Their contributions, commitment, and 
encouragement are present every day. And of course, their leadership is 
without equal. This was something a bit different. It was a Bingo and Wine 
Tasting event. Brother Brandon Jenkins was the Bingo caller. No question 
that he has a future in this endeavor. To top it off, we matched up the wine 
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tasting with very delicious pizza. How is that for a combination? It was a lot of 
fun. 
  
EVENTS THIS MONTH (AUGUST) 
  
No major holidays this month. However, our Lodge is holding some activities 
noted here. 
  
The first is the Annual Family BBQ Picnic. This will be held at 12:00 PM on 
Saturday, August 12th, at Ben Ali Shrine picnic grounds. This promises to be 
another fun event for the whole family. I encourage you to attend and bring 
the family. There will be fun for all ages, including kids and kids at heart. Food 
and games will all be provided for you and your family. 
  
On Saturday, August 19th, from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM, our Lodge will be 
participating in supporting the River City Food Bank, together with 
the Knights Templar of Sacramento Commandery No. 2. This is a 
particularly rewarding experience as we distribute food to members of the 
community.  
 
The location is the Center at St. Matthew's in the Arden Arcade area. FREE 
parking. Map 
 
We are looking for twelve (12) volunteers that day. Please click HERE to sign 
up today. 
 
This will help us accommodate those who wish to participate. Remember, 
families and friends are welcome to attend. Youth volunteers aged 10-14 
must be accompanied by an adult during a volunteer shift. Volunteers aged 
15 and up are welcome to come on their own. So please bring others to 
experience the joy of helping. 
  
EVENTS NEXT MONTH (SEPTEMBER) 
  
The Annual Past Masters’ Night will be held on September 21st. This year, I 
am particularly excited about what’s in store. The plan is to have a Third-
Degree ceremony raising Brother Moises Gonzalez to the Sublime Degree of 
Master Mason. Now, if that’s not exciting enough for you, there is more! 
There is a full lineup of Past Masters who will be performing each and every 
part of the complex Degree Ceremony. As I have stated before, our Lodge is 
honored to have such an active, supportive, and contributing group of Past 
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Masters. The experience, knowledge, and wisdom that is offered by this 
group are unparalleled. Dinner will be at 6:00 PM, with the ceremonies 
immediately following. Master Masons only. I look forward to honoring and 
recognizing our Past Masters, also to seeing the brethren in attendance, and 
of course, being present for Brother Moises Gonzalez's Third Degree 
ceremony. 
  
On September 28th, our Annual Constitutional Observance Night. It will be 
held at 6:00 PM in the Banquet Room. This is being spearheaded by 
Worshipful Phil Hardiman, PM. Worshipful Hardiman brings a great depth of 
knowledge and information. Add this to your calendar and join us for fun, 
fellowship, refreshment, and information. See you there. 
  
MASONIC INFLUENCE ON THE DESIGN OF WASHINGTON D.C. 
  
In the heart of the United States lies a city shrouded in mystery and intrigue—
Washington, D.C. As the nation's capital, it serves as a symbol of power, 
democracy, and governance. But hidden beneath the city's grand architecture 
and iconic monuments lies a secret history, one that whispers of a Masonic 
influence on its design. 
  
It all began with the visionary architect and Freemason, Pierre Charles 
L'Enfant. Charged with designing the new capital city in 1791, L'Enfant's plan 
embraced the principles of Freemasonry and sacred geometry. His layout 
carefully incorporated symbolic elements believed to represent the ancient 
mysteries and ideals upheld by the Masonic fraternity. 
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The city's most recognizable structure, the Washington Monument, stands tall 
as a testament to both the nation's first president, George Washington, and 
Masonic ideals. Rising majestically towards the sky, the monument's design 
mimics the ancient Egyptian obelisks—a symbol of power and enlightenment. 
Some speculate that its height, measuring 555 feet, is a reference to the 
Triple Tau, an emblem revered by Masons for its representation of wisdom, 
strength, and beauty.  
 
Intriguingly, the Capitol Building's layout also holds secrets of Masonic 
influence. The east-west axis of the Capitol's design aligns perfectly with the 
rising sun during the spring and autumn equinoxes—a practice steeped in 
esoteric symbolism. It is said that this alignment signifies the balance and 
harmony sought by Freemasonry. 
  
Venturing further into the city, the White House, the official residence of the 
President, is not exempt from the whispers of Masonic influence. Its original 
design, attributed to Irish-born architect James Hoban, is believed to have 
subtly incorporated Masonic principles into its facades, from the symmetrical 
layout to the use of sacred geometry in the proportions. 
  
The influence of Freemasonry also extends to the street plan of Washington, 
D.C. The city's roads form geometric patterns, including pentagrams, 
hexagrams, and triangles, leading some to speculate that these are symbols 
linked to Masonic beliefs. 
  
Yet, while these connections between Freemasonry and the design of 
Washington, D.C., add an air of mystique to the city's history, it is essential to 
approach these claims with a discerning eye. The influence of Masonry is 
subtle and open to interpretation, allowing the city's symbolism to be 
appreciated by both Masons and non-Masons alike. 
 
As the sun sets over the Capitol, the mysteries of Washington, D.C., remain, 
leaving us to ponder the enigmatic blend of history, symbolism, and myth that 
shrouds the nation's capital. Whether whispers of a Masonic influence are 
fact or fiction, the allure of the city's design continues to captivate and inspire, 
leaving visitors and residents alike in awe of its grandeur and complexity. 
  
When examining the history of the United States and the individuals who laid 
the foundation for this great nation, it becomes clear that Freemasonry played 
a significant role in shaping the ideals and principles that guided our founding 
fathers. Freemasonry, a fraternal organization that promotes moral and 
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ethical values, had a profound influence on many of the key figures of the 
American Revolution and the subsequent establishment of the United States. 
  
IN CLOSING 
  
To bring a smile to you: 
  
Question: Why did the secret service bring a herd of cows to the White 
House? 
  
They were trying to beef up security. 
 
 Smile! 
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FROM THE WEST – MATT MASON – SENIOR WARDEN 
 
Brethren,  
  
As we move forward in the year, next year’s planning is already starting to 
take place. This includes activities and how those activities will take place.  
  
What I am looking to hear is your input into what YOU would like to see in 
the lodge. This includes both you and your spouse, as we cannot do our 
work without them. 
  
What I want to know from you are the things the lodge is doing well and 
that you like. I would also like to know things that you would like to see and 
participate in. I would also like to hear from you on things you would like to 
see tweaked, whether that be how we run and what happens at meetings, 
degrees, and anything else in general. 
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Remember that this is your lodge and as Officers, we are here to serve 
you. We have many new younger members and I want to make sure you 
and your families feel welcome with those of us who have been here for a 
while. After all, we cannot build better men unless we have the support of 
our families and spouses, as well as being connected as a lodge. 
  
I look forward to hearing from you your ideas and thoughts, so please don’t 
be shy in contacting me. 
 
FROM THE SOUTH – JOE WALLACH – JUNIOR WARDEN 
 
Welcome to August and being in the midst of the Dog Days of Summer or as 
the Romans referred to it, Dies Caniculares (Days of the Dog Star).  A time 
of year when the hottest days occurred marked by the appearance of Sirius in 
the sky just before the sun.  An opportunity for rest and repose during the 
hottest part of the day when outdoor activity is ill-advised and best 
postponed.  
  
August 10th is a day, National Lazy Day, which is dedicated to such an 
endeavor.  Or if you would like to dedicate the time to the expression of 
creativity there is National Bad Poetry Day on August 18th.  
  
When you face the East, the Sun never falls, 
It rises to illuminate and enlighten our souls. 
Of Masters, Fellow Craft and Entered Apprentice, Brothers all.  
Until our Stated Meeting, when we all heed the call. 
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Brethren, 
 
I recently came across a fascinating article by WB Arturo de Hoyos, 33° 
Mason, and Grand Archivist and Grand Historian of the Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction, USA, entitled Our Scottish Rite Blue 
Lodge Ritual, from which I here share a few excerpts with you: 
 
"One of the pleasures of Masonic membership is the opportunity to visit 
lodges in other jurisdictions. With few exceptions, the Grand Lodges in the 
United States work rituals that have much in common, although small 
differences in language and action may be experienced. This is because the 
form of Blue Lodge ritual generally used throughout the United States owes 
much of its uniformity to the work of Thomas Smith Webb (1771-1819), 
author of The Freemasons Monitor or Illustrations of 
Freemasonry (1797), which was the first guidebook to the American 
Freemasonry. If, however, you have seen Pennsylvania's "Ancient York 
Masonry," you know that ritual is not the same everywhere. An even bigger 
surprise awaits those who see a Scottish Rite Blue Lodge ritual for the first 
time. 
  
Why are there different versions?  
 
Webb's rituals were partially based upon the book Jachin and Boaz (1762), 
which claimed to reveal the ritual of the "Moderns" Grand Lodge, founded in 
London in 1717. Webb promoted his ritual by teaching it to students who 
preserved the text by making their own copies as aides-mémoire (the 
ancestor of today's ritual cipher texts), several of which still survive today. 
 
Written as "ciphers," they usually were inscribed with one to three letters 
representing each word. Webb's students traveled around the United States 
as itinerant degree lecturers, paid to teach Masonic rituals to other students 
and sometimes also paid to give the lectures in local lodges. This became a 
common practice at the time. 
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The preface to Webb's Freemason's Monitor noted, "The whole are here 
digested and arranged in such order, through the several degrees, 
from Entered Apprentice to Royal Arch Mason, that they will be easily 
understood..." 
 
He thus not only created a model work for the Blue Lodge (a.k.a. Craft or 
Symbolic Masonry) ritual, but he also laid the foundation for, and was the 
driving force behind, the creation of the York Rite. Today, most American 
Grand Lodges continue to have their own unique forms of ritual, although 
most show Webb's influence.  
 
Since its founding in Charleston, South Carolina, in 1801, the Scottish 
Rite has required Blue Lodge membership, and its members joined, as they 
still do today, at the Fourth Degree, Secret Master. However, in 1804, a 
unique Scottish Rite Blue Lodge ritual was created in France. For more than 
220 years, the Scottish Rite Craft ritual has become the most popular form in 
terms of distribution. It is used in more Grand Lodges than any other form of 
ritual. 
  
Curiously, the ritual's sources and origins remained unknown until discovered 
by Brother Pierre Noël, who described them in his critical edition of 
the Guide des Maçons Écossais (Paris, 2006). Brother Noël explained that 
in the archives of the Supreme Council for Belgium, he discovered a 48-page 
Scottish Rite ritual of the First Degree Apprentice (Rit ancient accepté. 
Premier Grade d'apprentif), stamped with the seals of the "Scottish Triple 
Unity Lodge" (Triple Unité Écossaise), in Paris, which seals are dated 1804. 
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One of the distinguishing characteristics of the Scottish Rite is that its rituals 
are more dramatic and esoteric than the Webb-form rituals. To be sure, the 
Scottish Rite’s rituals share many similarities with Webb-form Freemasonry, 
in terms of the working tools, regalia, and accouterment, but there is 
purposeful attention devoted to exploring and explaining such things as the 
symbolism of numbers, the elements, and the planets in terms of Masonic 
philosophy. 
  
Webb-form rituals generally provide ceremony and symbolism, whereas the 
Scottish Rite occasionally adds a deeper analysis by comparison to other 
practices and philosophies. Its lessons are sometimes akin to a course on 
comparative philosophy and religion, which aids participants as they compare 
and contrast and perhaps discover a personal harmony of ideas, or points of 
intersection, which may add value to the Masonic experience. 
  
Although any Grand Lodge can permit the use of any ritual, there are only a 
few that work the Scottish Rite ritual. Yet the number is growing. Today in the 
United States, there are Scottish Rite Blue Lodges in California, New York, 
D.C., and elsewhere. 
  
Readers familiar with Pike’s many addresses and lectures already will know 
the high regard in which he held rituals of Craft Masonry. His devotion to Blue 
Lodge Masonry also led him to write what many consider his most important 
work, Esoterika: The Symbolism of the Blue Degrees of 
Freemasonry (1888). 
  
Although Grand Lodges had approved using a Scottish Rite Blue Lodge ritual, 
it was not until 1868 that the Southern Jurisdiction developed a version of its 
own. Albert Pike’s high regard and the desire to have a complete system 
resulted in his Blue Lodge ritual, which he named The Porch and the Middle 
Chamber: The Book of the Lodge. 
  
How important is it to study these rituals? 
  
In 1882, Albert Pike took it upon himself to answer this question: “For if men 
can never have the Rituals to study, they can never be fully and perfectly 
invested with the Degrees.”  
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