'January 2023

FROM THE EAST — MAURO LARA - WORSHIPFUL MASTER
Happy New Year, Brothers, Family, and Friends.
May 2023 bring you much joy and prosperity.

| would like to congratulate the Officers of Washington Lodge No. 20 for a
splendid and successful Installation. It was indeed an amazing experience
to see the Deputy Grand Master of Free and Accepted Masons of the
State of California, Right Worshipful Sean Metroka, PM, preside as
Installing Officer.

Additionally, our very own Past Masters made the event even more
special: Worshipful Joseph Dongo, PM, who is also the Grand Standard
Bearer of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of California, served as
Master of Ceremonies and was joined by Worshipful J. Scott Goode, PM,
who served as Installing Chaplain.

| am thankful and honored by their participation. To commemorate the
occasion, | presented Right Worshipful Metroka with a handmade wood
plaque with the 2023 Emblem of our Lodge on the front and the Emblem of
the US Marine Corps on the back.

Your newly installed Officers will be hitting the ground running right away.
There are a number of activities already planned for the new year. First,
with his usual attention to detail, our Brother Secretary, Worshipful
Franciso Marques, PM, continues to gather data to update our rosters,
thereby ensuring we have the most up-to-date contact information for all
members, spouses, and widows.

You might want to review and update your information in iMember 2.0 of
the Grand Lodge of California website at www.freemason.org. This is used
frequently to obtain detail on each of us and our contact information. |
know | use it regularly. If online access is not a good option for you, please
send your updates to Secretary@VWLNZ20.org or at 1123 J Street 95814.




By and large, almost all of us receive information electronically and it is
important that the data is as accurate as possible. We will also be
preparing for several Degree Ceremonies throughout the year. In some
cases, they may even be Double-Degree Ceremonies. We start with a First
Degree Night in February, followed by a Second Degree Conferral in
March.

But, before we get there, we are having our Annual Roll Call Dinner on
January 26th at 6:00 PM in the Banquet Room. We highly encourage you
to make reservations in order to have the appropriate amount of food for
the occasion. Just as a reminder, the Roll Call is the special evening when
we honor the Junior Past Master who retired from the previous year and all
Master Masons who were raised during his term. We also recognize all the
Past Masters and the members of their “classes.”

We have our Annual Ladies' Luncheon coming in February. We look
forward to seeing all the ladies in attendance, as this is our first opportunity
to honor and serve those who have been so supportive of what we have
done and continue to do as a Lodge. This is scheduled for February 4th at
12:00 PM in the Club Room. More information to follow.

This year, our theme is Pride, Passion, and Commitment.



Pride signifies honor, faithfulness, and devotion: high qualities we should
all endeavor to exhibit. Passion is what gives us boundless energy, intense
focus, and the willpower to overcome even the most daunting obstacles.
Commitment denotes intelligence, dependability, and hard-working
individuals.

Our traditions are deeply rooted and, with Pride, Passion, and
Commitment, we can develop a balance between these traditions with new
innovative concepts. Today’s ever-increasingly fast speed of information
warrants that we align new concepts to deal with historical ways of doing
things.

As an example, we had to pivot to meet via teleconferencing during the
lockdown of the pandemic. This example demonstrates our ability to
balance tradition with newer innovative concepts. Now I’'m not suggesting
we will be moving to teleconference going forward, but | am saying that we
have shown our flexibility to sustain our Order. Certainly, many of the
committee meetings can be held online, making it easier for greater
participation. Just an example for reference.

| am eager with anticipation of what our Lodge can accomplish and what
our line of Officers can achieve. The line of Officers this year is robust,
which positions our Lodge for a very promising future. We also have a
substantial number of Past Masters who are very active and great
contributors. | hope to collaborate with all Officers and Past Masters fully.
| welcome the wisdom that our Past Masters can bring and | look forward
to innovation from our members as well as incoming members.

Additionally, there is going to be a much stronger emphasis on Masonic
Education this year. We have at least three Masonic Education Nights on
the calendar and look forward to a very active Masonic Education
Committee.

It is my hope that your desire to learn more about our rituals, traditions,
and history will flourish in 2023, and that you will participate, along with
your family, in the variety of events planned for our Masonic Family.

Brethren, there is no time limit on when you decide to accomplish or
discover your gifts, callings, or purpose in life, and | challenge you to take
that next step to make it happen.



Remember you are not alone and together we can accomplish much more
than we think.

With Brotherly Love and Affection, | am your humble servant.
FROM THE WEST — MATT MASON - SENIOR WARDEN
Brethren,

We start another Masonic year in fine fashion. Some very good Brethren
were installed, as Worshipful Mauro Lara has covered above.

In the West, | am charged with wearing the jewel of the level. But what
does being on the level mean?




According to collinsdictionary.com, “if you say that someone...is on the
level, you mean that they are sincere or honest, and are not attempting to
deceive people.” Its synonyms are honest, genuine, and sincere.

In Freemasonry, it indicates that all human beings are equal - that one
person is not any better than another. This is exactly how we should strive
to act in a lodge with our members.

While it is particularly important among Brethren, it does not mean acting
on the level stops as you pass by the Tiler on the way out of the lodge
room. Treating others with the respect they deserve is one of the things
that set Masons apart from the general public. We do not own or hold title
to "being on the level", we do demonstrate that attitude to all mankind. For
many of us, it is what exposed us to the Craft through a friend, relative, or
coworker.

So as we start this year, keep in mind that treating someone on the level is
a true hallmark of harmony among societies, which really is our true
strength as a Fraternity.

FROM THE SOUTH - JOE WALLACH - JUNIOR WARDEN
Happy New Year, Brethren!

| would like to thank you for electing me as your Junior Warden for 2023.
| am excited to serve you as Washington Lodge No. 20 enters upon its
171st trip around the sun.

January is a special time of year. A time to have left that which no longer
suits us or disagreements among us in the ashes of the previous year. A
time to look to the future, renew old bonds as well as create new ones and
make amends with those who are agreeable to it.

We have sixteen members who will be celebrating birthdays this month. If
you check our Birthday Roster in this Edition, I'm sure you will recognize
them from the many events they have attended and the support they have
provided through the years.

There are many days in 2023 dedicated to events, activities, and people
each and every month.



As | looked at some of these, one of them caught my attention above the
others and that was National Hugging Day on January 21st. It is symbolic
of holding tight to those who mean the most to us as well as embracing
that which unites and binds us in sincere affection and brotherhood.

| look forward to the time we will spend together this year.

And for those who will celebrate the Lunar New Year on January 22nd,
Gong Hei Fat Choy!

ROLL CALL DINNER - RICHARD WILSON, PM - CHAPLAIN

January’s highlight will be our Annual Roll Call Dinner on Thursday,
January 26th, in the third-floor Banquet Room at the Sacramento Masonic

Temple.




Roll Call is the special evening when we honor the recently retired Master
from the previous year and all the new Master Masons who were raised
during his term.

We also recognize all the Past Masters and the members of their
"classes.” And, we pay a final tribute to those Brothers who were raised
into that Celestial Lodge above during the same year.

The gates will open at 5:30 PM for a fellowship hour, and dinner served at
6:30 PM; reservations are particularly essential. Please RSVP HERE.

The dress code for the evening is coat and tie (tuxedos for the Officers).
The cost for the Brethren is $10.00 each (or $10.61 ONLINE).

Your ladies are also invited, and | encourage you to bring them. As always,
there is no charge for the ladies.




FIRST THOUGHTS - KEVIN HALL - MASONIC EDUCATION

Brothers, January is upon us. A time for new beginnings, new resolutions,
and a new year of brotherhood for Washington Lodge No. 20.

In line with this spirit, and in an effort to continually improve our fantastic
Lodge, our new Worshipful Master Mauro Lara wants us to up our game in
regards to Masonic Education. To accelerate this, a new Masonic
Education Committee has been formed with Brother Matthew Mason as
Chairperson and with Worshipful Francisco Marques, Brother Joseph
Wallach, Brother William Workman, Brother Ramey Packer, and Brother
Kevin Hall as members.

We are pleased and very excited that more emphasis on Masonic
Education will soon be emphasized for the following reasons:

This will strengthen our ability as Brothers to better ourselves as citizens,
husbands, fathers, and Masons.

Our new Grand Master Randall Brill has stated that he wants to have the
average age of new Masons to come down over time to their 20s and 30s.
Based on our research, younger prospects are very interested in Masonic
symbols and other esoterica.

There are several, if not more, questions we will try to deal with and rapidly
answer:

« How often do we want to schedule Masonic Education events within
our Lodge.

« When these will take place: A short presentation or talk every month
or periodically during the Stated Meeting? Speakers and or video
presentations during dinner before Stated Meetings? A separate
evening for Masonic Education two or three times a year?
Combination of some or all of the above?

« What material to emphasize. Masonic symbols, histories, and other
esoterica? Leadership skills? Both? Other?

The committee wants to hear from you. We will be communicating and
asking for feedback. It is hoped that this becomes a permanent part of our
great Lodge.



Cheers and looking forward to an amazing 2023 for Washington Lodge
No. 20!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
JANUARY

* 03 Monthly Executive Committee Meeting (Zoom)
* 05 Fellowship Dinner (Banquet Room)

* 05 Monthly Stated Meeting (LR1)

* 12 Roll Call Dinner Practice (LR1)

+ 18 OSI (Officers School of Instruction) (LR3)

* 19 Officers Meeting (Club Room)

» 26 Annual Roll Call Dinner (Banquet Room)

* 31 Monthly Executive Committee Meeting (Zoom)

FEBRUARY

* 02 Fellowship Dinner (Banquet Room)
* 02 Monthly Stated Meeting (LR1)
* 04 Annual Ladies’ Luncheon (Club Room)
* 09 First Degree Practice (LR1)
+ 15 OSI (Officers School of Instruction) (LR3)
* 16 DARK
» 23 Double First Degree
Mr. Ivan Flowers and Mr. Anthony Ibarra (LR1)
+ 28 Monthly Executive Committee Meeting (Zoom)

Washington Lodge No. 20

Mission Statement

To practice and promote a way of life that binds like-minded men in a worldwide
brotherhood that transcends all religious, ethnic, cultural, social and educational differences.

Through Masonic principles and tradition, and by the outward expression of these
through its fellowship and compassion, Washington Lodge No.20 Free & Accepted Masons
provides ways in which to serve God, family, country, neighbors, and self in an environment that
contributes to the enrichment and betterment of its members, mankind, and its communities.



