
 
 
 
 
 
FROM THE EAST – MAURO LARA – WORSHIPFUL MASTER 
 
Hello Brethren, Family, and Friends. 
 
As the Sweetheart month of February is upon us, we can reflect on how 
January came through and how the new year is shaping up. It started off 
with high activity. Our sister lodges in the Temple held their installations to 
much success and good times. There is a sense of very good fellowship 
among the lodges that we can look forward to. Right away, connections 
are being made to plan and hold social and Masonic activities during the 
year. Most notably, perhaps a WLN20 fundraising event jointly with each of 
the other Lodges in our Masonic District. More on this as the plans 
develop. 
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We are also reminded in January that we are traveling on the level of time. 
We recognized and said farewell to members of our Lodge and recognized 
them at our Roll Call Dinner on January 26. This event was planned and 
executed by our very own Chaplain and Past Master Worshipful Richard 
Wilson and his lovely bride, Kitty. Thank you to them both for organizing 
and carrying this out. We also recognized the class of 2022, our brothers 
who were raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason during the year. 
 
Our entire line of Officers came together in a meeting to plan and organize 
events and activities for the year. 
 
We have a very full calendar scheduled and there are enough Masonic 
and Social activities planned for everyone to enjoy. In addition to the social 
activities noted, there are others that are being considered. 
 
Here is a short list of items by month: 
 
January – Annual Roll Call Dinner 
February – Annual Ladies' Luncheon (Wine and Roses) 
March – Masonic Education Night 
April – Annual Bowling with Brothers Night 
May – Annual Family BBQ Picnic 
June – Annual Table Lodge 
July – Grand Master’s Reception and Masonic Education Night 
September – Annual Past Masters' Night and Annual Constitutional 
Observance Night 
October – Masonic Education Night 
November – Annual Ladies' Night 
December – Annual Installation of Officers 
 
Additionally, we have several degree ceremonies planned throughout the 
year, starting in February with a Double First Degree and March with a 
Double Second Degree. We have one Third Degree planned for Past 
Masters' Night and another that is yet to be placed on the calendar. 
Moreover, we have new prospects, some of whom will undoubtedly lead to 
an additional degree during the year. 
 
From a philanthropic perspective, we are evaluating doing a blood drive, 
perhaps with one of the other lodges in the Temple. Operation Backpack is 
also on the horizon, or an alternative school support event. Our annual 
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Toys/Kids' Clothing Drive for the Shriner’s Hospital is also in the queue. 
We are contemplating doing a shoe drive for patients who have a need for 
shoes to fit prosthetics and such. 
 
All in all, you can see that there is plenty for everyone and I hope to see 
many of us contributing and supporting our events. 
 
Coming up on February 4 is our Annual Ladies' Luncheon. This year, we 
are enhancing the luncheon with a wine tasting. This fun and exciting 
event is being organized and prepared by Worshipful Scott Goode, 
PM, and his lovely bride Lynne. Worshipful Scott is preparing the lunch 
himself and will surprise us with a meal that will be ‘finger-licking good” and 
promises to go very well with the wine tasting he has in store. 
 
Worshipful Scott is a Certified Wine Expert and will undoubtedly enlighten 
us during this joyful event. Thank you, Worshipful Scott, and Lynne, for 
putting this together. We hope to see you all. It will be held in the Club 
Room at the Temple on February 4 at 12:00 Noon. 
 
More information will follow as events get closer in time. I hope to provide 
enough advance information so that you can plan your calendars 
accordingly. 
 
And, speaking of calendars, the official calendar is kept on our webpage at 
https://www.wln20.org/. If you scroll down the page, you’ll see the calendar 
in a month-to-month format. From there you can export ("copy events") to 
your Calendar with one click. 
 
If you prefer it in list format, click the green 2023 button, then the 
CALENDAR button and it will bring it up, or you can go directly to 
https://www.wln20.org/2023-calendar. This will give you the official events 
and dates. Of course, these may be subject to change. 
 
Hope you have a wonderful February and Happy Sweetheart Day! 
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FROM THE WEST – MATT MASON – SENIOR WARDEN 
 
Many in our noble fraternity talk about life after the 3rd degree. In fact, 
many brag about being a 32nd Degree Mason, a Knight Templar, or a 
Noble of the Mystic Shrine. Many of our family members do the same; 
bragging about the father, brother, grandfather, etc., of these 
achievements. And there are still other titles I am leaving out of this 
introduction. 
 
I am not here to bring down or degrade the mysteries revealed or goals 
achieved in Masonry’s appendant bodies. I am, myself, a Noble in the 
Shrine. 
 

 
 
Many will get so involved with these bodies, they tend to forget their Blue 
Lodge. While some arrive in the blue lodge to move on to these bodies 
ASAP, most of us join Masonry for its own intrinsic benefits, no matter 
what those benefits are to us. 
 
Remember there is no higher degree than that of Master Mason. It is in 
this sublime degree where we are given the tools to be better men. 
 
Most importantly, there would be no Shrine, Scottish Rite, York Rite, Order 
of the Eastern Star, etc., without the Blue Lodge. 
 
NONE of this exists if Masonry is not there. The lodge is where a man is 
vetted, where WE pass on the lessons learned from those that have come 
this way before, and where the bond of Brotherly Love starts. 
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So please don’t forget about your Blue Lodge. We want to see you on the 
sidelines—yes, sideline spectating IS part of the Masonic Journey. It is 
what cements us into one common mass and where we learn from each 
other during fellowship dinners. 
 
This is not a guilt trip; we all have very busy lives between family, 
vocations, vacations, and other commitments. It is rather an argument for 
thought, to reflect upon where we all started our journey, and to see if you 
too (and your family) can join us for a dinner/meeting/outing. 
 
FROM THE SOUTH – JOE WALLACH – JUNIOR WARDEN 
 
As we leap forward into the second month of 2023, sadly there will only be 
28 days for us to enjoy together this February.  
 
There are two days of note that normally come to mind this month, the first 
being Valentine's Day on the 14th.  A day to celebrate all things love and 
the bond between two people that is much more than a word or a gesture 
but a nonverbal connection of strength, empathy, and caring.  
 

 
 
The second day, Groundhog Day, which is on the 2nd is a light-hearted 
nod to the weather and what is in store for the remainder of the winter. As 
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the California weather pendulum has swung from one extreme to another, 
I hope that Punxsutawney Phil is kind to us in his prediction as to the 
weather for the remainder of the year.  
 
There are eighteen Brothers that will be celebrating a birthday this month, 
including the Cordon Bleu Team members, Brothers Wally Clark and Bob 
Taylor, as well as Past Master Joseph Dongo to name a few.  
 
This February will be a busy one and I look forward to seeing everyone 
who is able to attend the Lodge events this month. 
 
THE WIDOW’S SONS – FRANCISCO MARQUES, PM 
 
Grand Master Randall Brill has proclaimed February 2023 as the Masonic 
Widows Month in California.  
 
During this month, I ask you to honor our widows with your thoughts and 
actions. As Masons, we are encouraged to show love and give support to 
our widows and orphans. This important duty is right there in our Masonic 
Obligation, and also in James 1:27: "Pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father is this: to visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction...” 
 
This precept is so powerful and influential to the Craft, that we are 
traditionally acknowledged around the world as The Widow’s Sons. 
 
Even non-Initiates may be aware that Freemasonry takes as its primary 
mythological framework various aspects of Biblical history, particularly the 
life of King Solomon, and, of course, the central figure of the architect 
whom he chose to build the Temple of God during his reign, Grand Master 
Hiram Abiff.   
 
Hiram is described as the son of a widow from the tribe of Naphtali (1 
Kings 7: 13-14), sent to Jerusalem to cast bronze furnishings and ornate 
decorations for the new Temple. Abiff is the man we learn about in our 
degrees and try to emulate in his duty and fealty to his Brothers. 
 
There are other men referred to as “The Widow’s Son” in the holy writings. 
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Ruth, a woman of the Moabite tribe, was married to Boaz, and she was a 
heroine of the Old Testament. The Moabites are traced back to the lineage 
of Lot, the nephew of Abraham. She was also the Great Grandmother of 
King David, the father of King Solomon. 
 

 
 
One of the most fascinating statements in the Book of Ruth occurs when 
Ruth goes to glean some wheat. It is here where she meets Boaz. The 
phrase used to describe this chance encounter is, “As it happened” (2:3). It 
reads like a random occurrence. Ruth could have met anyone in that field - 
it just so happened that she met Boaz. When we consider the lineages of 
both Ruth and Boaz, and how their offspring paves the way for the births of 
David and Jesus, this can hardly be considered a random incident.  
 
Boaz was quite a bit older, being 80, while Ruth was 40, when they got 
married. We read in the Holy Writings that Boaz died the day after the 
wedding, leaving her a widow... and pregnant! Ruth gave birth to the first 
“Son of the Widow,” Obed, who grows up and bears his son Jesse, who 
bears his son David, who bears his sons Solomon and Nathan. (Matthew 
1:5-6) 
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Jesus is also a descendant of Ruth, making Him a “Widow’s Son” as well. 
Please note that there are forty-five generations from Ruth to Jesus. Some 
scholars say that, from this reference, the term “Widow’s Son” is 
synonymous with Freemasonry and that all Freemasons are designated as 
“Widow’s Sons” or sons of Ruth. 
 
My work as Lodge Secretary gives me the opportunity to interact with 
many Masons who have stopped participating in our activities a long time 
ago, and also their spouses. And, sometimes - sadly but true - I am 
contacted by spouses who are dealing with end-of-life situations; those are 
the cases when our Brother's health has severely declined and medical 
treatment is no longer applicable. These are our "soon-to-be widows!" It is 
somewhat difficult for me to know how to provide comfort, what to say or 
what to do.  
 
I have learned that not all end-of-life experiences are alike. In some 
situations, the body is very weak while the mind stays clear. The Brother is 
still very proud to be a member of our Lodge and he asks his wife to make 
sure his membership is taken care of. It is important for her to follow his 
end-of-life wishes. Others may remain physically strong while cognitive 
function declines. In some cases, the wife already knows how important 
"the Lodge" has always been to her husband, and she will do anything 
possible to keep him as a member. 
 
They are not looking for financial support or a Masonic Funeral. All they 
want is to keep his membership alive for as long as they can. It is 
fascinating to witness moments like these. Being a part of the Craft is still 
one of the important components of their lives, as husband and wife. 
 
I can't find a better example of Pride, Passion, and Commitment to our 
Lodge. 
 
Our widows are very important to us, Freemasons. They may need and 
want help, but the Lodge rarely becomes aware of such hardships. Over 
time, however, some widows begin to stabilize and rebuild, with some 
moving to a Masonic Home or to new neighborhoods, and others finding 
ways to remain in the same place and begin to rebuild, emotionally and 
spiritually. 
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As they go through this long journey, her late husband's Masonic Lodge 
may become just a shadow from the past. Memories fade away. We all 
"move on" and disconnect. 
 
During this month of February, I ask you to personally contact a widow with 
a simple phone call. Schedule to stop by for a quick visit and invite her to 
come to our dinners. Spend time with her and listen. Do not avoid 
conversations about her late husband, our Brother.  It doesn’t matter if she 
is a recent widow or has been alone for decades, let her share memories 
of her spouse. 
 
Be a friend. Let her know that you are there for her and that you care. 
Learn about her life with our Brother and about their legacy. Ask to see his 
Shriners fez, his Scottish Rite cap, his Knight Templar chapeau, sword, 
and medals... and ask her to look back on how ridiculous (and happy!) he 
looked when he put those on.   
 
Laugh together. Cry together. If you are not familiar with finding our 
widows’ roster at freemason.org, please let me know and I will find a way 
to go over the list together with you. In November, when we gather for 
our Ladies' Night, it is my hope that she will be there to celebrate with us 
and that our Lodge will feel familiar once again. 
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THE CLOSING OF A LODGE – RAMEY PACKER 
 
Author: Right Worshipful J.G.W. Kelley, Past Grand Lecturer 
Grand Lodge of South Australia and the Northern Territory 
  
The poem was written in two hours on the morning of February 9th, 2000, 
by Right Worshipful Kelley and presented by him at the final festive board 
of Torrens Park Lodge No.112 after the surrender of the Lodge's Warrant 
(Charter). 
  
The final ceremony was well attended and very moving with the 
temperature 38-39 deg. C (over 100F). 
  
With the closing of the Volume and the opening of a door, 
Think not this Lodge has ended, think what has gone before. 
Remember all those worthy men who as apprentice came, 
And who developed love and skill and worked in friendship's name. 
  
When you take up the Working Tools too gently put aside, 
Think not their work has ended, think how they were applied. 
Remember well the lessons taught, to craftsmen tried and true, 
Of Masons worthy of the name and apron white and blue. 
  
When your Tracing Boards are covered and the Columns laid at rest, 
Think not their teaching ended, think more a message blessed. 
Remember the special meaning to Master Masons all, 
Of birth and life and learning and waiting for the call. 
  
With the sounding of the gavel and as the lights at last go out 
Think not your Lodge has ended, dispel all lingering doubt, 
Master, Wardens, Brethren, remember as you depart, 
Your Lodge will live forever in every Masons' heart. 
 
This poem remains the property of the author but permission is given for its 
use in masonic circles. 
Should you wish to make contact with the author his email address 
is jakelley@iinet.net.au 
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